
ROUNDABOUTS COMPARED TO 

TRADITIONAL INTERSECTIONS

ROUNDABOUT MYTH VS. REALITY 
(Source AARP)

MYTH REALITY

“Roundabouts are not pedestrian 

friendly”

Roundabouts, if designed correctly, are very pedestrian friendly.  Here’s why:

• Splitter islands provide a refuge at each crossing.

• Pedestrians only encounter one direction of vehicle travel at a time simplifying the task of crossing the street.

• Vehicle speeds are lower and therefore reduce the severity if the accident should occur.

“Snowplows, fire trucks, buses, and 

semis can’t use roundabouts”

By including a “truck apron” in the center, a roundabout can indeed accommodate oversized vehicles.

“Roundabouts hurt business” Numerous examples show business increasing after the installation of a roundabout.

ROUNDABOUT ACCIDENTS, IF THEY 

HAPPEN, OCCUR AT SLOWER SPEEDS

ROUNDABOUTS HAVE FEWER VEHICLE AND 

PEDESTRIAN CONFLICT POINTS
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2015 - http://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/info-2014/livability-factsheet-modern-roundabouts.html

2015 – http://www.gogoraleigh.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/super_roundabout.png

2015 - http://www.alaskaroundabouts.com/mythfact2.html

2015 - http://nextstl.com/2013/10/mythbusters-tackles-four-way-stop-v-roundabout-traffic-throughput/
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